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“Fruitful Oneness: God’s Good Design for  

Marriage and Sexuality” 

Genesis 2:18-25 
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[slide 1] 

Introduction 

 On June 28
th

 of this year, the Supreme Court of the 

United States ruled to redefine marriage as a genderless 

institution. In so doing every state in our country is now 

required to recognize marriages between couples of the same 

sex. Since then, I have had multiple conversations with those 

inside and outside our body about how we, as individuals, and 

as an institution are to respond. Because of these kinds of 

conversations, Ty and I decided it would be good for our 

church body to take some time to talk about it in a little bit 

more depth. 

 

A little background about me: I grew up in a broken home. My 

mom and dad divorced when I was seven. They met and 

married at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, moved to the 

twin cities suburbs where my dad’s parents lived, and had my 

two brothers and me. A few years after my parents divorced, 

my dad took me aside and told me the reason: In his words, “I 

like boys more than girls.” Which seemed a little odd to me 

because I liked boys more than girls too at age 10/11. 

Nonetheless what he tried to communicate was that he was 

sexually attracted to other men and thus identified as gay. 

 

I slowly began to understand what this all meant. Mom and 

Dad were not getting back together again. This wasn’t over a 

disagreement, this was much more serious. Though those years 

were really rough on all of us, I am fortunate to say I enjoy and 

still enjoy a good relationship with my father. He wasn’t at 

home but he was around – a lot. He loved my brothers and I 

and for that I am thankful. 

 

Fast forward to my first year in college. I have a conversation 

with my mom where she informs me that my younger brother 

is struggling with homosexuality. I was rather shocked and 

unsure how to respond. He, like me grew up in the church. He 

professed faith in Christ and I had seen the Lord work in him to 

bear fruit in accord with his profession.  

 

Today, my dad doesn’t want much to do with God and is still 

openly gay. My younger brother, by the Lord’s grace, is 

following Christ with his whole life – sexuality included. That 

road for him hasn’t been easy but it’s been good. And the only 

way this has been true in his life is because he knows that 

obeying God in all aspects of his life is more satisfying that 

fulfilling the desires of his flesh. Praise be to God. 

 

Needless to say, the issue of homosexuality is very close to me 

and it may be a very close issue to many of you. I don’t think 

my experiences uniquely qualify me to speak on the issue any 

more than the next person, but they do give me a perspective 

that I hope will be helpful as you and your families as you 

wrestle through this issue for yourselves. 

 

Who is this series for? 

 This sermon series is for you – Trinity. I’m writing and 

preparing with you in mind. But this series is also for anyone 

willing to listen. This series will be posted online for anyone to 

access and I hope they will be benefitted from it as well. 
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Among those who listen there will be those who will 

completely agree with me. They know that homosexuality does 

not conform to the Biblical teaching of marriage and sexuality. 

If that’s where you’re at and you’re here today, great. My goal 

is not to simply preach to the choir, but to equip you to be able 

to articulate, from Scripture why you believe what you believe. 

It’s not just enough to know homosexuality is sinful, we need 

to be able to explain why it is from Scripture. 

 

Others vehemently disagree. They not only think SSA is totally 

natural, they believe it’s in societies best interest to condone 

and celebrate alternative sexual lifestyles. Who are we to 

judge? Everyone needs to live out their own truth. Moreover, to 

suggest that the way someone was born or what someone does 

in the privacy of his or her own bedroom is unnatural or 

morally apprehensible is the height of intolerance and bigotry. 

  

If that’s where you’re coming from today, I’m still glad your 

listening. And I would hope that you’d listen intently – not 

because you’ll agree – but because there is great value in 

understanding your opponent’s argument as they would say it. 

It’s easy to dismiss or write off what you don’t understand. It’s 

harder to get into the mind of your opponent and fairly 

represent their position. I think we’d both agree: refusing to do 

so would be, itself, intolerant. 

  

Some of you maybe aren’t sure. It’s unclear how the biblical 

teaching intersects with modern culture. You want to follow 

Jesus and you want to love your neighbors but you’re reluctant 

to take a firm stance because either the issue is too complex, or 

the Bible is too vague, or both. Or maybe you believe 

homosexuality goes against God’s standards for morality, but 

you don’t think it’s the church’s job to impose those standards 

on others at the state or national level. 

 I really hope this series is helpful for you. I hope these 

four weeks will be helpful in clearing the air or at least expose 

some very prevalent misconceptions about Scripture and the 

Christian response to this issue of homosexuality. 

 

Why are we doing a series on homosexuality? 

 After all, aren’t there more important things to talk 

about? Aren’t there bigger problems in our world today? Why 

are we getting so hung up over this issue? To which I’d say, 

“this series really isn’t about homosexuality.” As Jesus begins 

his ministry, Mark records him saying, “The time is fulfilled, 

the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel” (Mark 1:15). This was Jesus message 2,000 years ago; 

it was the message of his apostles, it is the message of the 

church today, and it’s my message during this series. These 

next few weeks are about the kingdom of God and the gospel.  

  

In describing the return of Christ, the apostle John writes in 

Revelation 21: 

 
7 (Jesus speaking)The one who conquers will have this 

heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 
8 

But as 

for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, 

the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 

portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which 

is the second death.” 

      

When Jesus returns to establish his kingdom in a final and 

complete way, the cowardly, faithless detestable, murderous, 

sexually immoral, idolaters, liars, and those who practice 

sorcery will have no place in the kingdom of God. Their 
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portion will be eternity in hell. In light of verses like Rev. 21 

(and there are many others like it, denouncing sexual 

immorality), it’s precisely the church’s responsibility to make 

known God’s standards for sexuality – especially in a world 

that is so utterly confused on this issue. 

  

By the way, doing so is not passing judgment. God has judged 

what is right and wrong. All we’re doing is making that 

judgment known. 

  

The kingdom of God and the gospel is not just making known 

God’s righteous standard. If that were the case, we’d all be on 

our way to hell. If we’re honest, we’re all messed up. No one 

measures up to God’s standards. And this is precisely why 

Jesus came to die. He took the punishment for our sins so we 

could be at peace with God. In taking on our sin, Jesus gives 

those who believe on him his righteousness. In this great, 

merciful transaction, we are not made into better people, we are 

made into new people – people with a new identity and new 

desires and a new capacity to glorify God and enjoy him 

forever as our father. What hope there is in the gospel!   

  

Folks, this series isn’t about bashing gay people or spewing 

bigotry. It’s about offering hope. It’s about the gospel. “The 

time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15).   

 

If sexual immorality keeps us from the kingdom of God, what 

exactly is sexual immorality? To frame the question more 

specifically for our discussion: 

 

[slide 2] 

 “Is homosexuality a sin that needs to be repented of, 

forsaken, and forgiven, or, given the right context and 

commitment, can we consider same-sex sexual intimacy a 

blessing worth celebrating and solemnizing?”
1
 

 

Since those who know me know that I am honest and direct 

guy, I’ll let you all know that I do think homosexuality is a sin 

that needs to be repented of, forsaken and forgiven. 

 

How will I do it? 

 To make this case, I will spend the rest of this morning 

looking at the first place the Bible talks about sexuality: the 

second chapter of the Bible! We’ll cover the origins of gender, 

marriage, and faithful expression of sexuality. Next week, 

we’ll continue in the OT by examining Genesis 19 and 

Leviticus 18, answering questions like, “What was the sin of 

Sodom? And how do prohibitions in the mosaic law apply to 

members of the new covenant kingdom of God? In week three, 

we’ll be in the NT and look at the two passages that explicitly 

mention homosexuality.  

  

In our last week – and I’m most excited about this, my younger 

brother has agreed to come and share his testimony and a word 

from Romans 1 with us. Immediately after that message on 

August 30
th

, we’ll have a pot luck Q&A that he’s agreed to 

stick around for. So come the final week with questions and 

we’ll do our best to answer them for you all. 

  

Side note: please feel free to invite your friends and family to 

this series. I hope it will be an opportunity to spark meaningful 

                                                        
1
 Kevin DeYoung, What Does the Bible Really Teach 

about Homosexuality?, Crossway (Wheaton: 2015), 15. 
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dialog about what the Bible teaches and how it impacts our 

daily lives and intersects with our culture at large.   

 

Background to Gen. 2: 

 In Genesis 1 God brings into being everything into 

existence by his word. “Let there be light… and it was so… let 

there be an expanse… and it was so… let the earth bring forth 

vegetation… and it was so” This phrasing is repeated for five 

days. On the sixth day, God creates man. Man and woman are 

part of the created order, but they are different as well. Man 

and woman are made after the image and likeness of God. 

 As the apex of creation, man and woman are created to 

image God – to be his representatives – on the whole earth. 

  

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 

created him; male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

Verse 28 goes on to depict the commission God gives man and 

woman: “God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth.” 

  

Genesis 2 gives us another perspective of the creation account 

by going into greater detail about how Adam and Eve were 

created. Up to this point in chapter two we read that God has 

already created the heavens and the earth and everything in 

them and has place Adam, the first man, within the garden of 

Eden. Every thing is pronounced ‘good’ by God except one 

thing. Let’s read: 

 [Read 2:18-25] 

 

Did you catch that? It was ‘not good’ for man to be alone. So 

what does God do? He fashions woman to ‘be a helper fit for 

him.’ How do you suppose he is suppose to fulfill God’s call to 

‘fill the earth and subdue it’ without woman? He can’t! He 

needs a helper. As Adam names the animals, nothing he sees or 

names is going to cut it. Contrary to popular believe, dog is not 

man’s best friend. Women are man’s best friend.  

 

What does God do? He puts Adam to sleep and takes a rib 

from his side, fashioning from his rib his woman. This act 

symbolizes the unity and closeness they will experience within 

the covenant of a one-flesh union (One-flesh being the bringing 

together of a man and woman in body and soul). God doesn’t 

make her out of thin air or from the dirt like Adam; he makes 

her from Adam to join with Adam to fulfill God’s purposes for 

mankind. 

 

There are some out there – even in the evangelical world, who 

look at Genesis 2 and conclude that what’s described here isn’t 

fundamentally normative or prescriptive for all men and 

women. One author writes: 

“The example is the case that is by far the most 

common in human experience…The story of Adam and Eve as 

such is incidental to the point.”
2
 

 

In other words, just because Adam (as a man) and Eve (as a 

woman) were created for each other, it doesn’t mean that all of 

man and womankind are meant to be united together in 

marriage. Of course the practical implications for this view are 

obvious. No standard pattern for marriage means marriage can 

                                                        
2
 Daniel A. Helminiak, What the Bible Really Says 

About Homosexuality, Millennium Edition, (New Mexico: 

Alamo Square Press, 2000), 90. 
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be between two men or two women so long as they are 

committed to each other before God. 

 

This view fails for a least two reasons: 

1.) Sexual complementarity and gender distinction is 

clearly in view here. “Male and female he created 

them” (Gen. 1:27). Gender is not a social construct – no 

one chooses his or her gender. Gender is given to you 

by God through your anatomy. Our unique anatomy as 

male and female is designed to unite together in a one-

flesh union called marriage. To principlize these details 

and somehow conclude that sexual complementarity 

isn’t a central focus in this passage is to completely 

miss the point of the creation account. Namely that God 

is establishing a pattern that is not simply normal for 

most of creation but normative for all creation.  

 

2.) The second reason why this view fails is because the 

theological consequences unravel the very fabric of 

Christianity. 

 

So then as through one [Adam] transgression there 

resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one 

act of righteousness [Jesus] there resulted justification 

of life to all men. (Rom. 5:8) 

 

According to Romans, Adam and Eve were not just a 

first man and woman, they were the first man and 

woman. And what they did mattered. Adam and Eve 

were figureheads for the human race. The story of the 

first man and woman was not incidental to the point – 

their story was the point! If it wasn’t – if the Old Adam 

isn’t our figurehead than the New Adam [Jesus] cannot 

be our figurehead either. 

 

Don’t you see? Jesus plays the same role Adam did – 

only he did it perfectly! Where Adam and Eve failed, 

Jesus succeeded. If we take away the role of 

‘figurehead of man’ from Adam and Eve, we also take 

away the role of ‘figurehead of new man’ from Jesus. 

And we remove any hope we have as sinners to stand 

before a perfect and holy God. 

 

[slide 3] 

 

So to sum up, let me just state what we learn about marriage 

and sexuality from these first two chapters in Genesis 

1.) [4] Men and woman are created, male and female, 

equal in their status as image bearers of God (Gen. 

1:27-28) 

2.) [5] Men and women are created unique in role to 

compliment each other in the covenant of marriage 

(Gen. 2:15, 18) 

3.) [6] Marriage is the bringing together of one man and 

one woman in an exclusive, fruitful, life-long, one-

flesh union (Gen. 2:22-25) 

4.) [7] Sexual activity is designed to express marital 

oneness and to produce offspring for the filling and 

subduing of the earth (Gen. 1:28; 2:24) 

5.) [8] All sexual activity that exists outside the covenant 

of marriage violates God’s good design and qualifies 

as sexual immorality. 

 

I think the Bible is clear and consistent on this definition of 

sexual immorality. It’s not a fluid definition; it’s not an 
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ambiguous definition. But it’s not a burdensome definition 

either. Whether or not you’re struggling with SSA or not, 

God’s prescription for sexuality are not designed to kill our fun 

or limit our freedoms. We are not made to have sex with 

whomever we want whenever we want it. And sex was not 

made to be used on our own terms, but on God’s terms. 

 

However fun it might be, I can’t use my car to drive across the 

Atlantic. I wouldn’t get very far. Extra-marital sex doesn’t 

make you free, it doesn’t make you happy; it makes you stuck 

in three-foot deep surf on a beach. 

 

[slide 9] 

[slide 10] 

 

Common objections: 

• What about the infertile couple? 

o Though fertility is a goal of marriage, it does not 

constitute the essence of marriage. By nature the 

sexual union of a man and woman in marriage is 

one that will produce offspring. Though the 

Fall’s effects on human biology may prevent 

this goal from being realized for some couples, 

the nature of the union is still one biologically 

designed for fruitfulness. The sexual union of 

two men or two women, on the other hand, is 

incapable of producing offspring in its very 

nature. There is no biological provision for 

offspring between two members of the same sex   

• [11] What about polygamy? 

o Though the Bible does describe instances of 

polygamy, it never condones or celebrates them. 

The first time polygamy is mentioned in the 

Bible in Gen. 4 it’s done in a very negative 

light. Even with Solomon, the Bible makes clear 

that hundreds of wives and concubines were 

precisely what drew him away from the Lord. 

o Whatever confusion there might be in the OT, 

the NT makes marriage crystal clear: 

exclusively one man, one woman (I Cor. 7:2) 

• [12] I didn’t choose to be SSA, didn’t God make me 

this way? 

o First I want to acknowledge the genuine 

struggle SSA people have. I have no doubt that 

many would rather not be sexually attracted to 

members of the same sex. 

o Second, just because you have unwanted 

desires, I don’t think it would be right to 

conclude that those desires are biologically 

determined. Listen to the following statement 

from the American Psychological Association: 

 

“No findings have emerged that permit 

scientists to conclude that sexual orientation is 

determined by any one factor or factors.”
3
 

 

Neither should you conclude that God either 

intends or approves of those desires. The Bible 

teaches that, since the Fall, everyone’s nature is 

sinful and as a result none of us desire the right 

things – most notably God himself! 

 

                                                        
3 “Position Statement on Homosexuality,” American 

Psychological Association, 2013. 
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o Fortunately God sent his son Jesus to transform 

us and change our godless desires into Godward 

desires. This doesn’t necessarily mean that you 

wont struggle with SSA (or any other inordinate 

desire for that matter!), but it does mean that 

you will find more joy in honoring and obeying 

God in repenting from your desires than by 

gratifying them. 

  

• [13] Why must you force your moral ideals on 

everyone else? 

o Behind this objection lies one significant, 

erroneous belief: that ideal-enforcement is 

somehow unique to social conservatives.  

o The bottom line is this: all legislation is about 

enforcing moral ideals. The question is not 

whether we should be doing this, but which 

ideals ought to be enforced at a societal level. 

Which moral ideals are good for society? 

o The truth is: traditional marriage is good for 

society. Why? Because that’s how God made it 

– pure and simple. The state does have an 

interest in preserving, promoting and protecting 

traditional marriage because it is a good for our 

society; because it is foundational for society. 

Redefining marriage doesn’t help our society 

because it misrepresents what marriage is and 

makes the roles of mother and father optional 

for an entire generation to follow. Christians 

have the responsibility to advocate for 

traditional marriage wherever we have the 

freedom to do so. 

 

[slide 14] 

 

Application points: 

• Cultural engagement: interpersonal/political 

• Teach biblical marriage to children 

• Model biblical marriage 
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SLIDES: 

 

1. Title and Passage reference 

2. Framing the discussion: 

a. “Is homosexuality a sin that needs to be 

repented of, forsaken, and forgiven, or, given 

the right context and commitment, can we 

consider same-sex sexual intimacy a blessing 

worth celebrating and solemnizing?” 

b. (at bottom of slide, indicate that the question 

was taken from Kevin DeYoung’s book, What 

Does the Bible Really Teach about 

Homosexuality?) 

3. Summing up what we learn about marriage and 

sexuality in Genesis 1-2 

4. Men and woman are created, male and female, equal in 

their status as image bearers of God (Gen. 1:27-28) 

5. Men and women are created unique in role to 

compliment each other in the covenant of marriage 

(Gen. 2:15, 18) 

6. Marriage is the bringing together of one man and one 

woman in an exclusive, fruitful, life-long, one-flesh 

union (Gen. 2:22-25) 

7. Sexual activity is designed to express marital oneness 

and to produce offspring for the filling and subduing of 

the earth (Gen. 1:28; 2:24) 

8. All sexual activity that exists outside the covenant of 

marriage violates God’s good design and qualifies as 

sexual immorality. 

9. Slide 6 

10. Doesn’t infertility invalidate marriage? 

11. What about all the examples of polygamy in the Bible? 

12. I didn’t choose to be same-sex attracted, didn’t God 

make me this way? 

13. Why must Christians force their moral ideals upon 

everyone else? 

14. Application 

a. Engage the culture 

b. Teach biblical marriage 

c. Model biblical marriage 
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Introduction: The Growing Acceptance of Homosexuality 

 

Fewer things have changed more drastically in the 

United States over the last ten years than public attitudes 

towards homosexuality. While the acceptance of 

homosexual practice has been on the rise since the 1960’s, 

the greatest change in attitude has occurred in the last 

decade. One indicator for this shift has been evidenced in 

polls gauging the approval of so-called same-sex marriage. 

In 2004, thirty-two percent of those polled were in favor of 

homosexual marriage whereas sixty percent were opposed, 

eight percent being undecided.4 In the ten years prior, 

same-sex marriage approval ratings ranged between 

twenty-seven and thirty-six percent. According to Gallup 

and the Public Religion Research Institute, homosexual 

marriage favorability has risen to fifty-five percent in 

2014.5 As much as eight in ten young adults approve of 

same sex marriage, Gallup found in the same study.  

Evangelical circles have not been unaffected by this 

cultural shift. According to Pew Research, only eleven 

                                                        
4 “Changing Attitudes on Gay Marriage,” Pew 

Research: Religion & Public Life Project, September 24, 

2014, n.p. [cited 24 November 2014]. Online: 

http://www.pewforum.org/2014/09/24/graphics-

slideshow-changing-attitudes-on-gay-marriage. 

 
5 Justin McCarthy, “Same-Sex Marriage Support 

Reaches New High at 55%,” Gallup, May 21, 2014, n.p. [cited 

24 November 2014]. Online: 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/169640/sex-marriage-

support-reaches-new-hight. 

 

percent of self-identified evangelicals approved of 

homosexual marriage in 2004. That number has nearly 

doubled to twenty-one percent in 2014.6  While it may not 

be surprising for American society at large to grow tolerant 

of certain biblical prohibitions, there is an increasing 

number who wish to hold onto Biblical authority on the one 

hand while also affirming the legitimacy of committed, 

homosexual relationships on the other hand. Under the 

broad tent of evangelicalism, it seems more and more room 

is being made for so-called gay Christians. Is it possible to 

promote deviant sexuality and genderless marriage in the 

church while also upholding the doctrine of Scriptural 

authority? 
 

                                                        
6 “Changing Attitudes on Gay Marriage.”  


